
Modern Shangaan Life
From a 7th Grade Perspective

MAHLAHLUVANA PRIMARY SCHOOL





Modern Shangaan Life

From a 7th grade Perspective

Created by Mahlahluvana Primary School & N. Adam Willard
Copyright © 2009 by Mahlahluvana Primary School.  All Rights Reserved.

Dumphries B, Mpumalanga, South Africa
Printed by Ulusaba Pride ‘n Purpose



Nelson Ngwenya & Adam Willard



Introduction

- Adam Willard

This book is the result of a correspondence developed between Nelson Ngwenya’s Grade 7 English class at 
Mahlahluvana Primary School in South Africa and Jenifer Cooper’s Grade 7 World Geography classes at 
Haskell Middle School in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, USA.  It was created by the efforts of  the 2009 Grade 
7 class at Mahlahluvana and Peace Corps Volunteers, Adam & Lora Willard.  It was originally intended to 
be a sort of “yearbook” for the Oklahoma students to learn about and see pictures of Mahlahluvana 
Primary School.  It developed from there into a fairly comprehensive and unique perspective on modern 
rural South African life among Shangaan people.

The setting of the book is a rural village, Dumphries B, in the eastern part of the Mpumalanga Province of The setting of the book is a rural village, Dumphries B, in the eastern part of the Mpumalanga Province of 
South Africa.  Though the setting is specific, the writings and photographs in the book could have come 
from any of the many rural villages in South Africa, areas still largely undeveloped in the midst of South 
Africa’s wealth and success.  

All photographs were taken by Adam and Lora Willard.  Every paragraph contained within was written by All photographs were taken by Adam and Lora Willard.  Every paragraph contained within was written by 
the 2009 Grade 7 learners of Mahlahluvana and every piece of writing was left intact as it was originally 
written.  Only the portions that are (italicized and in parentheses) were added to clarify in the case of 
difficult spelling or grammatical mistakes.  None of these learners speak English as a first language and 
most would have to travel several hours by public transport to encounter someone who does.  Though 
leaving their writings originally intact can make some of it difficult to understand at times, I believe it 
highlights both the struggles and successes of rural South African learners.highlights both the struggles and successes of rural South African learners.

Printing has been entirely funded by Pride ‘n Purpose at Ulusaba, Richard Branson’s private game lodge, 
just a few kilometers from Dumphries B.  Proceeds from sales of the book go directly to support 
development projects for Mahlahluvana and the surrounding communities.

I hope you enjoy this book as much as I enjoyed making it, by trekking many kilometers every day around 
Dumphries with Grade 7 learners, observing their lives, taking photos and learning about their subjects of 
choice.  Special thanks to Nelson Ngwenya and Matimba Sibuyi for so much help in making this happen!
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A picture of Mahlahluvana school grounds (minus the admin 
block and kitchen) drawn by 5th grader Isaac Ndlovu

Daily 

Routine
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Above: Mkhenso Mathebula at the entrance to Mahlahluvana P
rimary School

Right: 
Mkhenso 
Mathe-
bula in 
front of 
the 5th, 
6th, and 
7th grade 7th grade 
classroom 

block 
during 
break 
time.

School Grounds
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Portia Ndlovu in front of the Grade 7 girls’ line at the morning Assembly.  The Grade 7 boys’ line is next to them towards the front.

Assembly





- 5 -

School 

Uniforms

Above: Girls in school uniform, drawn by 4th 
grader, Trinity Sibuyi

Left: Adele Ubisi, Precious Makhubela, Vhalani 
Monareng, Victor Sibuyi, and Glad Sibuyi wear-
ing their school uniforms.



- 6 -

The Time 

of School

In our school we open on January go to school until March  When we close on 
March we have a holiday   good Friday  and we open on April  then go to school  we 
had a holiday on 16 June and close on June  we open on July  we go to school until 
September   we close   we open on October go to school and we close on December    
we go to Christmas and on 01 January  We go to new year  then we open

by Matimba Sibuyi

Above: Rejoice Ngwenya and Akani Mzimba playing jump rope with Portia Ndlovu during break time at school.
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In the Class

Opposite Page: Carlphonia Chobede sitting next to 
Maggy Ubisi at the front of the Grade 7 class during regu-
lar classtime.  There were 62 learners in her Grade 7 class.
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Mr R.S. Silaule (Principal)

Above Left: Phumzile Mashego 
standing with Principal R S Silaule.  
He’s busy managing things in his 
office when he’s not busy teaching.
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Teacher of Mr Ngwenya

Above: Mpilo Masiye standing at the front of class 
with Mr Ngwenya as he’s busy teaching.

Left: Mr Nelson Ngwenya busy teaching Grade 7 
English.  He’s also the Deputy Principal of Mahl-
ahluvana and the pastor at Latter Rain Church.
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Mr Tonga is a good teacher.  When he was inside the class all 
we enjoy him.  When he teache maths we enjoy  When he 
teache social science we enjoy.  He likes to smile well.  Im 
proud with my teacher.  And he have black beauty.  Trust him.

by Silinda Sthembile

My Teacher Mr Tonga

The Story of Mam H.H.

Silinda Sthembile with Mr Tonga at the front 
of the school.

Right: 
Melody 

Monareng 
standing 
with HH 
Machave 
outside of 
class.class.
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Teacher 

Theko G.W.

Right: Akani Mzim-
bia standing with 
Khumalo TP in class

Below: Sharon Mnisi 
standing with Theko GW 
in front of the school.

Khumalo Tp
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Above: Tlangelani Maluleke  with 
her lunch for the day: pap/vuswa 
and cabbage with gravy.

NOTE: (Food from the 
“Feeding Scheme” is free 
to all learners every day.)

Below: Tinyiko Mathebula watching kids lining up at each 
class to receive lunch/breakfast during the first break.



Feeding Scheme 

(School Lunch)

Above: Messopiana Sibuyi 
standing at the “kitchen” 
with the mothers who cook 
the school’s food.

Left: Learners washing their 
dishes after eating.

FarFar Left: Messopiana Sibuyi 
serving “stamp” from the 
food bucket to Sibusiso 
Limeme in the Grade 7 line.- 14 -



- 15 -

to Play in Breaktime

Above: Rirhandzu Mkansi playing jump rope 
during break as Messopiana Sibuyi, Mpilo 
Masiye  and other kids are watching.

Below: A drawing of break-time jump 
rope by 7th grader, Loveness Machave
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Above:  Hawkers sitting in the 
shade of a jackalberry tree, sell-
ing a variety of snacks to the 
learners during breaktime.

Right: Ripfumelo 
Ngwenya buying 
snacks from the 
hawkers.

Hawkers 

(Breaktime 

vendors)
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School Garden

Left: Oupa Sibuyi, Percy Manzini, Kulani Ma-
luleke, Lumiso Masiye , and Glad Sibuyi water-
ing the school garden.

Below: Vusi Makamu, Sthembiso Khosa, Kulani 
Maluleke, and Glad Sibuyi shovelling dirt in the 
school garden to maintain the vegetable rows.
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Cleaning at School

Left: Portia Ndlovu, Ancient Sibuyi, and Messopiana 
Sibuyi polishing the floor on a Friday.

Right: Ancient 
Sibuyi sweeping 
the class floor 
after school.

(NOTE: The students are responsible for cleaning all the classrooms.  The 
cleaning worker usually only cleans things/rooms the teachers/staff use.)
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After-School 

Activities

Above: Learners painting at 

the weekly after school Art 

Club, led by Adam Willard 

and Ma’am HH Machave.

Left Page: Trevor Ubisi at 
the soccer grounds after 
school while Percy Manzini 
plays in the background.
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Field Trips

Above Left: Kids looking for 
animals while on a “game 
drive” for a school field trip.
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Art Competition Winners

Mahlahluvana’s Art Club had their first Art Competition during 
the 3rd term of 2009, based on the subject of Mahlahluvana.  
These are the top three winners, as judged by Mahlahluvana staff:

Top Left: A drawing of the school sign and entrance garden by 
2nd place winner, 7th grader Nicholas Mzimba

TopTop Right: A drawing of one of the school guards reprimanding 
late-coming learners at the gate, by 1st place winner, 5th grader 
Floyd Themba

Right: A drawing of the “Senior Phase” (Grade 5, 6, and 7) block 
by 3rd place winner, 7th grader Nyiko Ubisi
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Preceeding Pages: Children playing 
soccer in the setting sun at the 
sports field next to Mahlahluvana 
Primary School.

Above: Maggy Ubisi standing at the 
edge of Dumphries B and the sur-
rounding bush.  Ulusaba Private 
Game Lodge can be seen in the 
background.

Dumphries and 

Surroundings
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Right: Victor Sibuyi, Matimba Sibuyi, and Nyiko 
Ubisi walking a few kilometers from one part of 
Dumphries village to another.  Walking is the 

most common form of transport.

Left: Nyiko Ubisi riding 
a bicycle, another some-
what common form of 
transport within and be-
tween villages.

Right: Taxis are a 
common mode of trans-
port for longer distances 
between villages or to 
town or between cities.

Transport
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Right: Vulani Hlat-
shwayo standing in 
front of a “tradi-
tional” style house.

Right: Peace Corps 
Volunteer, Lora Willard, 
sitting on her porch in one 
of many different styles of 
“block standard” houses.

Houses







NOTE: Families living at the same housing com-
pound are generally very large, combining many 
extended family members, and children are often 
looked after only by grandparents.

Below: The Ngwenya family which lives in the same 
housing compound, comprising: three grandmoth-
ers, mothers, children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. Including Grade R teacher, Rosemary 
Ngwenya, 7th graders Matimba Sibuyi and Ripfu-
melo Ngwenya and the two Peace Corps Volunteers 
being hosted, Adam & Lora Willard.

Above: A drawing of a 
“block standard” house 
by 4th grader Nqobile 
Ngwenya.
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I stiy (stay) with Grandmother – Rooth Ubisi
Cousin – Merry Mzimba
Cousin – Betty Mzimba
Brother – Respect Mzimba
Brother – Life Mzimba
Brother – Dibrien Mzimba
Sisteres – Nandi Mzimba and Shine MzimbaSisteres – Nandi Mzimba and Shine Mzimba
Uncle – Hlasisile Bila
Uncle – Sindile Bila
Uncle – Sabatha Sambo
Uncle – Locken Mzimba

by Lucky Jozina

My Family

Right: Lucky Jozina standing in front of his 
house with the family members he stays with, 
including: grandmother, aunts, and cousins.

Below: Life Mhlongo’s drawing of his family 
and his family’s housing compound, with 
multiple houses, goat pen, outdoor cooking 
and seating, etc.
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Left: Tinyiko Mathebula sitting in 
her bedroom with one of her sisters, 
Prudence Mathebula.

Below: A regular meal of 
vuswa (pap / porridge) and 
xixevo (meat and vegetables)

Sleeping

Arrangements
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My Family Food

Altonate Chauke with her afternoon meal.  
Most food is eaten with your hands.
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Chores for Girls
Right: Phumzile Sigauke 
pouring water in her 
bucket from the well.

Below: Phumzile SiBelow: Phumzile Si-
gauke, Nancy Mhlongo, 
and other girls going to 
the river to wash their 

clothes.

Bottom Left: Phumzile 
carrying firewood home 

on her head.
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Percy 
Manzini 
washing 
clothes at 
the river 
with his 
brother, 
Reason Reason 
Mkansi 
from 
Grade 9.

Above: Girls and women including Rirhandzu Mkhansi washing their clothes at the river.

Washing Clothes
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clean dust gate out in you house you house cleen.

by Marks Masinga

Chores for Boys

Above: Light Mkansi shepherding cattle throu
gh the bush.

Right: Marks Masinga washing the dishes.
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Right: Light Mhlongo 
fetching water by wheel-
barrow from the river.

Right: A picture of fetch-
ing water from the river 
with a cattle-drawn cart, 
drawn by 7th grader Nich-
olas Mzimba

Below: Victor Sibuyi fetch-
ing water from a deep well.

Water in 

Rural Areas
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Below: Dumphries residents waiting for 

the municipality to fill the water tank so 

they can then fill their water storage con-

tainers and take them home.

Water
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Left: Kids playing at the river run-
ning between Dumphries A, B, & C



Bathing (Swimming)
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Right: A picture of swim-
ming at the river drawn by 
7th grader Portia Ndlovu

The river that runs between Dumphries A, B 
& C is always a busy, active, and happy place 
with boys, girls, women and young men doing 
their laundry and collecting water there every 
day of the week.  Most people, but especially 
children of all ages, take the chance to cool off 
by swimming and playing while there.

OppositeOpposite Page: 7th graders, Oupa Sibuyi, 
Nicholas Mzimba, Philani Sibuyi, and Mat-
imba Sibuyi with younger boys doing an im-
promptu dance on the sand banks while at 
the river swimming.
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Below: “Mealies” (maize) and peanuts are the two pri-
mary crops for residents of Dumphries; they fill up the 
entire yard of nearly every home during summertime.

Left: 
Memory 
Sithole 
hoeing 
the 
ground 
in her 
family family 
garden.

Below: 5th grader 
Isaac Ndlovu’s 
drawing of plow-
ing the fields with 
his family.

Farming
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Fruits in the Bush

Right: Black Monkey Orange 
(”makwakwa”) fruit being sun-dried.

Below: Victor Sibuyi holding a “green 
monkey orange.”

Above: Victor 
Sibuyi climbing a 
tree to get the 

jackalberry fruits.  
Jackalberry is a fa-
vorite indigenous 
fruit of children in 

Dumphries.Dumphries.

Right: Marula fruit 
gathered to sell.
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Opposite Page: Some girls 
with the “Mopani Worms” 
that they’ve found at school 
and are taking home to eat.

Below: Nqobile Ngwenya 
with a “Wahlberg’s Velvet 

Gecko” found at home.

BelowBelow Left: Enough 
Ndlovu, Oupa Sibuyi, Nich-
olas Mzimba, and Philani 
Sibuyi with a snake skin 
they found in the bush.

Wild Animals

Above: The head of a hippo that was killed in 
Dumphries and eaten by Dumphries residents.
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Above: Oupa Sibuyi 
holding an indigenous 
“nhlakanhli” fruit (not 
eaten by humans) used 
for trapping birds.

Left:Left: Clement Sithole 
setting his spring-loaded 
trap to catch a bird.
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Trapping Birds

Above: A “southern hornbill” bird that was 
trapped and de-feathered by 3rd grader 
Anthwell Ngwenya.

Left: The snare and lure is all set for the 
bird to land and become trapped.





Fishing
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Above right: A skinny 
earthworm on a 

hook, used as bait for 
catching fish.

Right: Matimba Right: Matimba 
Sibuyi fishing in the 
river as Agreement 

Sithole and other kids 
are swimming down-

stream.

Left: Matimba Sibuyi 
preparing his reed to 
use as a fishing rod, 
while Agreement Sit-
hole looks on in the 
background.

Opposite Page: Some 
kids fishing in the river 
late in the evening.
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Games

Above: Vukosi Whati playing 

her favourite game of “tinketo.”

Right: Marula 
seeds in a hole 
used for play-
ing tinketo.



Left: Nicholas Mzimba 
playing marbles.

Right: Marks Masinga and 
Hlulani (from Grade 6) 

playing marbles.

BottomBottom Right: Matimba 
Sibuyi and Nicholas Mzimba 
playing “marabaraba”, a 
game kind of like tic tac toe 
and checkers combined.
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Below: Excellent Mhlaba, a Grade 5 
boy with a ball he’s made out of a veg-
etable sack and other plastic sacks.

Right: Vulani Hlatshwayo and 
Excellent Mhlaba making wheels 
for a toy car out of soda cans.

Below: Some Dumphries boys 
from grade 3 and 4 ready to race 
their tires down the main road.
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Toys

Right: Nelson Mungoi 
holding his own toy car.

Above: A Grade 4 boy with his toy car 
watching another boy play frisbee.





The name of the cafe is Xilumane.  open time 
is 6:00 o’clock close time is 6:00 o’clock.  They 
sale’s five star (a brand of maize meal), sugar, 
white bread, brown bread, cooldrink, cooking 
oil, sunlight (a brand of laundry detergent), 
sweet, sheld (a brand of deodorant) and many 
thing that we can not mation (mention) it. 
Every one can buy thing that they wantEvery one can buy thing that they want

by Rirhandzu Mkansie

Village Store
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Above: Dumphries B residents purchasing 
items at the village’s main store.

Left: Aftab, the main worker at the Dump-
hries B store, and Tanveer, who owns / man-
ages that store and two others in neighboring 
villages.  They’re relatives and from Pakistan.



Social Grants
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Church Latter Rain

Nazarene Church

Left: 
Mpilo 
Masiye 
standing 
in front 
of the 
Latter 
Rain Rain 
church.



Below: The “adult choir” on 
stage at Latter Rain church.
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Left: People at a funeral for a Mahl-
ahluvana learner in Dumphries.

Below: Sqelo Mashele standing in 
front of a family graveyard.

Funerals
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Right: Thabo Mkhatshwa 
sitting with the Induna 
(surname: Ubisi) for 
Dumphries A, B, and C.
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Induna (Chief)
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Sangoma 

(Traditional 

Healer)





Right: Nhlamulo 
Mhlaba dressed in 
clothes for xibavana 
dancing.

Opposite Page: Girls at 
Mahlahluvana Primary 
School performing the 
xibavana dance.

Xibavana Dance
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Makhwaya

Dance
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Above: Sibusiso 
Lememe, Enough 
Ndlovu, Clement 
Sithole, Carelight 
Ndlovu, Nicholas 
Mzimba and some 
Grade 6 boys danc-
ing the Makhwaya ing the Makhwaya 
at school while 
Grade 7 girls are 

singing.

Right: Old women 
dancing the 
“mthimba” in 
Dumphries B.







Mchongolo Dance

Previous two pages, and above: The 
mchongolo dance being performed 

on Sundays in Dumphries.

Right: Success Manzini, Matimba 
Sibuyi, and some Grade 6 boys 
dancing the Mchongolo at school.
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Meet the Authors

- 74 -

This book is about these learners’ lives and is told from their perspectives.  
Every paragraph or article in this book was written by the 2009 Grade 7 class 
at Mahlahluvana Primary School.  Frequently, each learner is pictured next to 
his or her subject of choice, but in some instances they weren’t available.  On 
the following pages is every Grade 7 learner from Mahlahluvana’s class of 2009 
including a few details about them and their favourite things.
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Loveness Machave
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 1  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: whit
Favourite Food: bananas

Favourite Learning Area: maths
Favourite Game: net boll Favourite Game: net boll 

Jabulani Makhubele
Boy  Age: 14

Brothers: 1  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: red
Favourite Food: rice

Favourite Learning Area: math
Favourite Game: Soccer ball Favourite Game: Soccer ball 

Qoli Khosa
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: Pink
Favourite Food: Chicken

Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: net ball Favourite Game: net ball 
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Tlangelani Maluleke
Girl  Age: 14

Brothers: 5  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: Red
Favourite Food: Cakes

Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: Net boll Favourite Game: Net boll 

Percy Manzini
Boy  Age: 17

Brothers: 1  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: black
Favourite Food: banana

Favourite Learning Area: maths
Favourite Game: ball Favourite Game: ball 

Lifey Mashaba
Boy  Age: 13

Brothers: 2  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: Blue
Favourite Food: Rice
Favourite Learning Area: Favourite Learning Area: 

English
Favourite Game: Soccer 

Petunia Mashaba
Girl  Age: 15

Brothers: 5  Sisters: 4
Favourite Colour: What
Favourite Food: Rice

Favourite Learning Area: Maths
Favourite Game: net Ball Favourite Game: net Ball 
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Mkhenso Mathebula
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: green
Favourite Food: hot dog

Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: net ball Favourite Game: net ball 

Tinyiko Mathebula
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 1  Sisters: 4
Favourite Colour: Blue
Favourite Food: Cakes

Favourite Learning Area: Maths
Favourite Game: Nete boll Favourite Game: Nete boll 

Light Mathumane
Girl  Age: 15

Brothers: 1  Sisters: 3
Favourite Colour: Pink
Favourite Food: Rice

Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: Net ball Favourite Game: Net ball 
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Life Mhlongo
Boy  Age: 14

Brothers: 2  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: Red

Favourite Food: rice and Fruit
Favourite Learning Area: Maths
Favourite Game: Soccer Favourite Game: Soccer 

Nancy Mhlongo
Girl  Age: 12

Brothers: 2  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: yellow
Favourite Food: banana

Favourite Learning Area: Maths
Favourite Game: Soccer Favourite Game: Soccer 

Sharon Mnisi
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 2  Sisters: 0
Favourite Colour: Blue and pink
Favourite Food: Chicken and pasta
Favourite Learning Area: Maths Favourite Learning Area: Maths 

and english
Favourite Game: Lady Soccer 

Melody Monareng
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 2  Sisters: 3
Favourite Colour: Pink
Favourite Food: Chicken

Favourite Learning Area: english
Favourite Game: net ball Favourite Game: net ball 
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Akani Mzimba
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: Pink, yellow 

and blue
Favourite Food: Cake, KFC, Rice, Favourite Food: Cake, KFC, Rice, 

and chicken
Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: Net ball 

Nicholas Mzimba
Boy  Age: 13

Brothers: 2  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: Red and yellow
Favourite Food: Rice and

Favourite Learning Area: MathFavourite Learning Area: Math-
ematics

Favourite Game: Soccer boll 

Harry Ndlovu
Boy  Age: 15

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 3
Favourite Colour: Rad
Favourite Food: KFC

Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: Soccer Favourite Game: Soccer 
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Ancient Sibuyi
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 3
Favourite Colour: pink
Favourite Food: pizza, KFC

Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: Net ball Favourite Game: Net ball 

Brighten Sibuyi
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 2  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: pink

Favourite Food: Rice and meat
Favourite Learning Area: Eglish
Favourite Game: soccer Favourite Game: soccer 

Matimba Sibuyi
Boy  Age: 13

Brothers: 2  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: white
Favourite Food: rice

Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: Soccer Favourite Game: Soccer 

Messopiana Sibuyi
Girl  Age: 15

Brothers: 5  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: Pick
Favourite Food: banana

Favourite Learning Area: Tsonga
Favourite Game: Net boll Favourite Game: Net boll 

Victor Sibuyi
Boy  Age: 16

Brothers: 1  Sisters: 4
Favourite Colour: red
Favourite Food: Meat

Favourite Learning Area: Maths
Favourite Game: Soccer Favourite Game: Soccer 
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Silinda Sthembile
Girl  Age: 12

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 4
Favourite Colour: green
Favourite Food: Rice

Favourite Learning Area: Social Favourite Learning Area: Social 
Sciences

Favourite Game: Nett Ball 

Adel Ubisi
Girl  Age: 14

Brothers: 4  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: yellow
Favourite Food: Rice

Favourite Learning Area: English
Favourite Game: net ball Favourite Game: net ball 

Maggy Ubisi
Girl  Age: 13

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: Pink
Favourite Food: Fruits

Favourite Learning Area: MathFavourite Learning Area: Math-
ematics

Favourite Game: Nett ball 

Nelson Ubisi
Boy  Age: 15

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: Red

Favourite Food: Rice and Beens
Favourite Learning Area: Maths
Favourite Game: Soccer Favourite Game: Soccer 

Nyiko Ubisi
Boy  Age: 14

Brothers: 3  Sisters: 2
Favourite Colour: yello
Favourite Food: meat

Favourite Learning Area: maths
Favourite Game: soccer Favourite Game: soccer 



Trevor Ubisi
Boy  Age: 14

Brothers: 4  Sisters: 1
Favourite Colour: Green
Favourite Food: Chicken

Favourite Learning Area: Maths
Favourite Game: Soccer Favourite Game: Soccer 
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E-mail:
Adam Willard:     MadagascarAdam@gmail.com
Lora Willard:      LoraWillard@gmail.com

Mailing Address:
Adam & Lora Willard
c/o Jeff & Sally Willard
37 W Northbrook Dr
Van Buren, AR 72956

USA

Below: Lora carrying clothes to the river in Dumphries for washing.

Above: Adam carrying water home in a wheelbarrow.
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Adam & Lora Willard

Adam and Lora Willard are US Peace Corps Volunteers in 
South Africa.  They’ve been living and working in 
Dumphries B since September 2008 and will remain until 
their service ends in late 2010.  Most of their work has been 
within two primary schools: Mahlahluvana in Dumphries B 
and Welani in Dumphries A.  Among projects completed 
and begun so far are included: several teaching workshops, 
computercomputer skills training, literacy development, school 
administration support, starting and maintaining a library, 
participation in World Wise Schools’ international cultural 
exchange programs, an after-school Art Club, participation 
in One World Classroom’s International Art Exchange, an 
after-school Dance & Drama Club, an after-school Book 
Club, computer repair for members of the Dumphries 
community, and after-school and school holiday play activities for Dumphries children.  Several of their 
projects, including this one, have been supported by Pride ‘n Purpose, the charitable arm of Ulusaba, 
Richard Branson’s Private Game Reserve.

When living in the United States, both Adam & Lora were certified teachers; Adam taught French and 
Lora taught Speech/Theatre.  Adam is also involved in freelance graphic design.  Once finished with 
Peace Corps service, Adam and Lora plan to return home to visit family.  Shortly after, they hope to move 
to Madagascar and continue with similar work long-term.



Shangaan Greetings

Following are the typical greetings and phrases that you might hear when 
walking through a Shangaan community.  Direct translations are included.

Avuxeni!  /  Inhlekani!  /  Riperile!

Ahee.  Minjhani?

Hi kona  /  Hi pfukile.   

Minjhani n’wina?  /  Hi nga vona.

Hi kona / Hi pfukile.

Hiswona!  /  Mi sala kahle!  /  Mi famba kahle!

Inkomu! / Hi kensile!Inkomu! / Hi kensile!

In the east (the sun has risen)! / It’s the 

afternoon! / The sun has set!

Yes.  How are you?

We’re here  /  We’ve awoken.

How are you all?  /  We can see.

We’re here  /  We’ve awoken.

That’s it!  /  Stay well!  /  Go well!

Thanks!  /  We’re thankful!Thanks!  /  We’re thankful!
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Mahlahluvana Primary School

Mahlahluvana is situated in one of the remote villages of Bushbuckridge in the 
Mpumalanga province. The school was built by the community from donations 
that were collected from house to house. The infrastructure development at the 
school is very slow. The number of class rooms available is not adequate for the 
learners; this results in learners being crammed in class rooms thereby making 
it difficult to have effective teaching and learning. Due to the high 
unemployment rate in the village, the community does not afford to raise money 
toto build more class rooms. The school has to rely on external sources to fund the 
construction of class rooms and resource centres. 

We are proud to see that our learners are sharing the life style of the community 
with you. If you have something to share and you are passionate about helping 
the school with something you can contact us at the details provided.

- Nelson Ngwenya
Deputy Principal

Mahlahluvana Primary School
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Mailing Address:

Mahlahluvana Primary School
PO Box 555
Thulamahashe

1365
South Africa

School E-mail: 

Mahlahluvana@gmail.com

Principal’s Cell No.:

(+27)/(0) 73 447 1247



Grade 7 learners enjoying their yearbooks, 
printed and paid for by Pride ‘n Purpose.
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Pride ‘n Purpose is Ulusaba’s charitable arm working to improve the lives of those in 
the communities adjacent to the Sabi Sand Reserve.

The charity was set up by members of the Ulusaba family and all our running expenses 
are covered by Virgin Unite, the Virgin Group’s non-profit foundation and Virgin 
Limited Edition. This means that 100% of all guest donations go directly towards our 
projects.

WeWe focus primarily on orphan and vulnerable child care, early education, food security, 
job creation, health and wellness and the provision of clean water. We believe that 
people are most effectively helped if they are empowered to help themselves. Our aim 
is to therefore work with and not for the people. Over 35,000 people across six 
communities benefit from Pride 'n Purpose.
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This book is about modern life in a rural village of 
South Africa.  It’s told entirely by a group of 7th 
graders in a Shangaan village bordering Kruger 
National Park.  Even as these young men and 
women are developing in their education, so 
their village is still developing towards the 
modern world around them.

AllAll proceeds from the sales of this book go 
directly towards development projects 
benefitting their community and their school.
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